CITY OF SOUTH PASADENA 

PLANNING AND BUILDING DEPARTMENT 
1414 Mission, South Pasadena, CA 91030 
Tel: 626.403.7210 ■ Fax:626.403-7211 
WWW.SOUTHPASADENACA.GOV 


NOTICE OF LANDMARK RECORDATION 
CITY COUNCIL DESIGNATION 


March 15,2019 

To: Honorable Mayor Marina Khubesriaa M.D., and 

Honorable Members of the South Pasadena City Council 

RE: South Pasadena City Council Decision on the Designation of the Moreton Bay Fig Tree, 

known as the Library Tree, as City Landmark Number 55 (Project Case No. 2155-LHD). 

CITY COUNCIL DESIGNATION DATE: DEC. 5. 2018 


Dear Madam Mayor and South Pasadena City Council Members: 

On Wednesday, December 5, 2018, the South Pasadena City Council voted unanimously to 
designate the Moreton Bay Fig Tree, known as the Library Tree, as City Landmark Number 55. 
The Library Tree is located along the western fagade of the City's Historic Library building in the 
Library Park. The Library Tree was planted by a long-time City employee, Willem Kloezeman in 
1930, the same year the Library building was relocated, remodeled, and expanded. 

This letter is to notify you that the designation has been recorded with the County Recorder's 
Office. Attached to this letter are the recorded documents for your records. If you have any 
questions, please contact the Planning Division. Thank you. 


Sincerely, 



Edwar Sissi 

Associate Planner 

Planning and Building Department 

cc: City Clerk's Office 
Library Director 

LIBRARY TREE | 2155-LHD 


NOTICE OF RECORDATION | 1 


This page is part of your document - DO NOT DISCARD 



20190186098 



Recorded/Filed in Official Records 
Recorder's Office, Los Angeles County, 
California 

03/01/19 AT 03:33PM 



FEES: 

0.00 

TAXES: 

0.00 

OTHER: 

0.00 

PAID: 

0.00 



LEADSHEET 



201903013340044 


00016323384 



009664317 


SEQ: 

01 


DAR - Counter (Upfront Scan) 



£646 114 









RECORDING REQUESTED BY 

City of South Pasadena 

WHEN RECORDED - MAIL TO: 


03 / 01/2019 







ill 

*2019 

01 

860 

98* 


Planning & Building Department 
City of South Pasadena 
1414 Mission Street 
South Pasadena, CA 91030 


CITY HISTORIC LANDMARK DESIGNATION 

FOR 

THE MORETON BAY FIG TREE (LIBRARY TREE) 
LOCATED IN THE CITY’S LIBRARY PARK AT 
1115 EL CENTRO STREET 
SOUTH PASADENA, CA 91030 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 


Attachment Listing: 

1. City Council Resolution No. 7590 Designating the Library Tree as City Landmark 
Number 55 

2. City Council Resolution No. 7583, Setting the Date for the Designation of the 
Landmark 

3. CHC Letter of Notice to City Council on Decision for Recommendation of 
Designation 

4. CHC Lan dma r k Subcommittee Report and Findings 

5. Staff Memorandum to CHC Compiling the Findings of the CHC Landmark 
Subcommittee 

6. South Pasadena Review Newspaper Article on the Library Tree (Dated: March 6, 
2018) 

7. Proof of Public Notification of Public Hearing Designation, South Pasadena Review 

















ATTACHMENT -1 

City Council Resolution No. 7590 
Designating the Library Tree as 
City Landmark Number 55 



RES. VOL. 53 
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12/05/2018 


RESOLUTION NO. 7590 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF SOUTH PASADENA, CALIFORNIA, 
DESIGNATING THE MOEETON BAY FIG TREE, KNOWN AS 
THE LIBRARY TREE LOCATED ADJACENT TO THE CITY 

LIBRARY AT 1115 EL CENTRO STREET AS A HISTORIC CITY 
LANDMARK (LANDMARK NUMBER 55) 

WHEREAS, Section 2.62 of the South Pasadena Municipal Code, Ordinance 
No. 2315 (“Cultural Heritage Ordinance”) authorizes the Cultural Heritage Commission 
(“the Commission”) to recommend to the City Council the designation of appropriate 
properties as Landmarks; and 

WHEREAS, on March 15., 2018, upon the Commission’s own initiative, a 
Landmark Subcommittee (“Subcommittee”) was formed to begin the recommendation 
procedures of the Library Tree as a City Landmark; and 

WHEREAS, on August 8, 2018, the Subcommittee formalized their findings 
and noti fied Staff of their request to carry the Landmark nomination to the full CHC for 
tire Commission’s formal vote on the recommendation to City Council for Designation; 
and 


WHEREAS, on September 20,2018, the CHC formalized their recommendation 
to the City Council for designation of the Library Tree as a City Landmark by a 
unanimous vote of 4-0, with one CIIC member absent; and 

WHEREAS, on October 4,2018, the CHC provided notice tb the City Council 
via the City’s Clerk’s office of the Commission’s formal recommendation to have the 
Library Tree designated as a City Landmark by the City Council of South Pasadena; and 

WHEREAS, on October 17,2018, the City Council of the City of South 
Pasadena held a duly noticed regularly scheduled meeting to set a date certain for the 
public hearing of the Landmark Designation at the regularly scheduled City Council 
Meeting on December 5,2018. 

WHEREAS, on December 5,2018, the City Council of South Pasadena held a 
duly noticed regularly scheduled meeting to provide a public hearing and receive public 
testimony on the proposed Landmark Designation of the Library Tree. 


NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SOUTH 
PASADENA, CALIFORNIA, DOES RESOLVE, DECLARE, DETERMINE AND 
ORDER AS FOLLOWS: 
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SECTION 1, That the above recitals are all true and correct. 

SECTION 2. The City Council has determined that the criteria standards as 
outlined in the Cultural Heritage Ordinance, Section 2.63(B), have been satisfactorily met 
for the eligibility of Landmark listing based upon the recommendation of applicable 
criteria by the Cultural Heritage Commission: 

1. Its character, interest or value as a part of the heritage of the community. 

The Library Tree is representative of two particular heritage characteristics the 
City of South Pasadena is known for: its historic environmental context, and its 
motto of the “City of Trees.” The Library Tree is evocative of the ethos of South 
Pasadena .with its civic pride in preservation of historic artifacts be they natural, 
resources or structures, and its civic pride in tree preservation and urban forestry. 
The Library Tree is not only historic in age, being planted nearly 90 years ago, 
but it is also deeply connected to the Historic City Library and its relocation 
within the Historic Library Park. The Library Tree has been known by countless 
generations of residents and visitors as a prominent focal point and natural 
resource within the City. 

9. Its unique location or singular physical characteristic representing a familiar 
visual feature of a neighborhood. 

The Library Tree is literally rooted with the history of the City’s Historic Library 
building and Library Park. The Library Tree was planted in 1930, the same year 
the Library was renovated, expanded, and relocated to its centralized location 
Within the park where both tree and Library remain today. Over the decades, the 
Library Tree has grown into its current grand size as a fine specimen of the Ficus 
macro phyl la within Southern California. Due to its size and significance, for 
decades the Tree has served as a local visual landmark, and a welcoming respite 
of shade, fun, and wonder for both young and old, and for both visitors and 
residents. 


SECTION S. The City Council considered the designation criteria contained in 
the Cultural Heritage Ordinance and makes the following findings as required in Section 
2.63(A) based upon the recommendation of the Cultural Heritage Commission: 

a. That the designation of Landmark or Historic District is consistent with one 
or more of the purposes set forth in Section 2.58B; and 
The Subcommittee has established that the designation of the Library Tree meets 
the purpose of tire Ordinance in establishing and preserving a Sense of Place as 
listed under Section 2.58B(A)(1). The Subcommittee finds that the Library Tree 
provides a sense of place through the preservation of the City’s heritage and 
character. The Library Tree was planted in 1930 by City employee, Willem 
Kloezeman. At the same time the City Library was moved from its original 
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location to its more centrally-located site that the Library still occupies today. 

The Library Tree is reflective of this moment in time of the City Library 
relocation and establishment of the surrounding park and therefore serves as a 
significant living and tangible reminder of the City’s social, educational, cultural 
and architectural history as it has a timely relationship with the City Library, 
which is also a City Landmark, number 10. Therefore this finding can be made. 

b. That the Landmark or Historic District meets one or more of the criteria for 
designation listed in Section 2.63(B); and 

The Subcommittee has determined that the Library Tree meets Criteria (1) and (9) 
under subsection (B). Criteria (1) indicates that the Landmark is notable for “Its 
Character, interest, or value as a pail of the heritage of the Community.” The 
Library Tree serves as a living and tangible natural historic resource that provides 
a direct linkage to the development of the Library Park that exists today beginning 
in 1930 when the Library Tree was planted and the City Library was moved to its 
current location. Criteria (9) indicates the Landmark is notable for “its unique 
location or singular physical characteristic representing an established and 
familiar visual feature of the neighborhood.” The Library Tree is uniquely 
located given its prominent location in the City’s Historic Library Park and 
planted next to City Landmark Number 10, the City Library. The Library Tree 
provides a living linkage to the City’s history, and affords the community a 
readily accessible Historic artifact. Therefore, this finding can be made. 

c. That the Landmark or Historic District possesses Historic Integrity of 
Location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, or association. 

The Library tree was planted in 1930, coinciding with the relocation of the City’s 
Historic Library where both building and tree remain today. The Library Tree is 
unique given its prominent location, and its historic association to a listed Historic 
Resource, the City Library. Additionally, the Library Tree is unique to the City 
given its maturity, its size, and its articulated natural features such as its ribbed 
network of surface roots, its sweeping canopy that has provided shade to 
generations of the community, and its multi-stemmed and graceful trunk. 
Therefore, this finding can be made. 

SECTION 4. Based on the evidence presented in the Staff Report, testimony 
received during the public hearing, minutes, other records of.proceeding, and its findings 
herein, the City Council hereby approves the designation of the Moreton Bay Fig Tree 
(Ficus macrophylla), commonly known as the Library Tree located in the Library Park 
adjacent, to the western wall of the Historic Library building at 1115 El Centro Street as 
official Iiistoric Landmark Number 55. 


SECTION 5. That this Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its 
adoption. 
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SECTION 6. The City Clerk of the City of South Pasadena shall certify lo the 
passage and adoption of this resolution and its approval by tire City Council and shall 
cause the same to be listed in the records of the City. 


PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED ON this 5 th day of December, 2018. 


Richard D. Schneider, M.D./Mayor 


ATTEST: 


APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
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I HEREBY CERTIFY the foregoing resolution was duly adopted by'the City 
Council of the City of South Pasadena, California, at a regular meeting held on the 5 tl1 
day of December, 2018, by the following vote: 

AYES: Cacciotti, Joe, Khubesrian, Mahmud, and Mayor Schneider 

NOES: None 

ABSENT: None 

ABSTAINED: None 
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I HEREBY CERTIFY the foregoing resolution was duly adopted by the City 
Council of the City of South Pasadena, California, at a regular meeting held on the S 1 ' 1 
day of December, 2018, by the following vote: 

AYES: Cacciotti, Joe, Khubesrian, Mahmud, and Mayor Schneider 

NOES: None 

ABSENT: None 

ABSTAINED: None 




ATTACHMENT - 2 

City Council Resolution No. 7583, 
Setting the Date for the Designation of the Landmark 


RES. VOL. 53 
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RESOLUTION NO. 7583 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

OF THE CITY OF SOUTH PASADENA, CALIFORNIA, 

SETTING A DATE AND TIME FOR A PUBLIC HEARING 
FOR THE DESIGNATION OF THE MORETON BAY FIG TREE 
KNOWN AS THE LIBRARY TREE LOCATED ADJACENT TO 
THE CITY LIBRARY AT 1115 EL CENTRO STREET AS A 
HISTORIC CITY LANDMARK 

WHEREAS, Section 2.62 of the South Pasadena Municipal Code, Ordinance 
No. 2315 ("Cultural Heritage Ordinance") authorizes the Cultural Heritage Commission 
("the Commission") to recommend to the City Council the designation of appropriate 
properties as Landmarks; and 

WHEREAS, on March 15, 2018, upon the Commission's own initiative, a 

Landmark Subcommittee ("Subcommittee") was formed to begin the recommendation 

procedures of the Library Tree as a City Landmark; and 

WHEREAS, on August 8, 2018, the Subcommittee formalized their findings 

and notified Staff of their request to carry the Landmark nomination to the full CHC for 

the Commission's formal vote on the recommendation to City Council for Designation; 

and 

WHEREAS, on September 20, 2018, the CHC formalized their recommendation 

to the City Council for designation of the Library Tree as a City Landmark by a 

unanimous vote of 4-0, with one CHC member absent; and 

WHEREAS, on October 4, 2018, the CHC provided notice to the City Council 

via the City's Clerk's office of the Commission's formal recommendation to have the 

Library Tree designated as a City Landmark by the City Council of South Pasadena; and 

WHEREAS, on October 17, 2018, the City Council of the City of South 

Pasadena held a duly noticed regularly scheduled meeting to set a date certain for the 

public hearing of the Landmark Designation. 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SOUTH 
PASADENA, CALIFORNIA, DOES RESOLVE, DECLARE, DETERMINE AND 
ORDER AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. That the above recitals are all true and correct. 



RES. VOL. 53 PAGE 147 10/17/2018 

RESOLUTION NO. 7583 
Page 2 

SECTION 2. PUBLIC HEARING . NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT ON 
WEDNESDAY, THE 5 th DAY OF DECEMBER, 2018, AT THE HOUR OF 7:30 PM, 
AT THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE SOUTH PASADENA CITY COUNCIL, IN 
THE AMEDEE 0, “DICK” RICHARDS, JR. COUNCIL CHAMBER, 1424 MISSION 
STREET, SOUTH PASADENA, CALIFORNIA 91030, IS THE TIME AND PLACE 
FIXED BY THE CITY COUNCIL FOR THE PUBLIC HEARING ON THE 
LANDMARK DESIGNATION OF THE LIBRARY TREE LOCATED ADJACENT TO 
THE SOUTH PASADENA LIBRARY. 

SECTION 3. NOTICE . That the Planning Division is hereby authorized and 
directed to publish, pursuant to Government Code Section 6061, a copy of this 
Resolution in a newspaper of general circulation within said City, said publication shall 
be not less than ten (10) days before fee date set for said Public Flearing. 

SECTION 4. That the City Clerk is further directed to cause a copy of the 
Resolution of Intention to be posted upon fee official bulletin board customarily used for 
the posting of notices. 


SECTION 5. That this Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its 
adoption. 

SECTION 6. The City Clerk of the City of South Pasadena shall certify to the 
passage and adoption of this resolution and its approval by the City Council and shall 
cause the same to be listed in the records of the City. 


PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED ON this 17 th day of October, 2018. 

Richard D. Schneider, M.D., Mayor 


ATTEST: 


APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
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I HEREBY CERTIFY the foregoing resolution was duly adopted by the City 
Council of the City of South Pasadena, California, at a regular meeting held on the 17 th 
day of October, 2018, by the following vote: 

AYES: Cacciotti, Joe, Khubesrian, Mahmud, and Mayor Schneider 

NOES: None 

ABSENT: None 

ABSTAINED: None 




ATTACHMENT - 3 

CHC Letter of Notice to City Council on Decision for 

Recommendation of Designation 



City of South Pasadena 

1414 Mission, South Pasadena, CA 91030 


PUNNING & BUILDING DEPARTMENT 

Tel: 626.403.7220 ■ WWW.SOUTHPASADENACA.GOV 


CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 


October 4, 2018 


THE SOUTH PASADENA CITY COUNCIL 

1414 Mission Street 

South Pasadena, CA 91030 

RE: LANDMARK DESIGNATION FOR THE CITY LIBRARY TREE LOCATED AT THE CITY'S HISTORIC LIBRARY PARK 


Dear Honorable Council Members: 

At their regularly scheduled meeting on September 20, 2018, the Cultural Heritage Commission 
unanimously voted to recommend to the Council that the Moreton Bay Fig tree, known as the Library 
Tree, be designated as an official City Landmark. Included herein are the findings that the CHC has 
made in accordance to the City's Cultural Heritage Ordinance, Section 2.58 of the South Pasadena 
Municipal Code. 

The Library Tree was originally planted in 1930, and coincided with the relocation of the City's Historic 
Library where both tree and building remain today, The Library Tree is widely known by multiple 
generations of residents and visitors. The Library Tree provides a living linkage to the City's history, and 
affords the community a readily accessible Historic Resource. 

As part of the Designation Procedure requirements detailed in SPMC, Section 2.63(C)(7), the Commission 
shall notify in writing to the City Council regarding their decision on recommendation within 15 days of 
the CHC hearing. 

The Cultural Heritage Commission enthusiastically recommends this Historic Resource to the City Council 
for designation as a City Landmark. We, the Commission, look forward to receiving any questions or other 
feedback which the Council may have. 


Sincerely, 



Mark Gallatin 

Chair, Cultural Heritage Commission 
Attachment: 

Staff Memorandum to CHC Outlining the Findings of the Landmark Subcommittee. 
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CHC Landmark Subcommittee Report and Findings 



CHC Subcommittee Report, July 19,2018 
Victor Hoiz, Commissioner 
Rebecca Thomson, Commissioner 


Library Park's Moreton Bay Fig Tree: Eligibility for landmark status. 


Introduction 

Located on the west end of the South Pasadena Library, the Morton Bay Fig Tree is hard 
to miss. With its massive buttressing roots, sweeping canopy and roots that flow and 
twist downward into the soil, the 88 year old Fig tree serves as a focal point of interest 
for residents and visitors alike. 

In 1930, South Pasadena resident and City Streets Department Worker Willem 
Kloezeman planted this majestic tree while the Carnegie Library was being moved to 
the center of Library Park from its previous location near Diamond Street. Eight other 
Morton Bay Fig trees can be found from San Diego to San Francisco each a focal point 
of their respective communities with two located in Ventura and Santa Barbara listed as 
historic landmarks. It seems appropriate that South Pasadena nicknamed "The City of 
Trees" protect and presen/e this grand tree. 

Recommendation for Landmark Status. 

Pursuant to South Pasadena Municipal Code Section 2.58B (A) (1) we recommend that 
the Library Park Moreton Bay Fig Tree be given landmark status based on it meeting one 
or more criteria listed in Section 2.63(B) 


2.63(B) (1) Its character, interest or value as a part of the heritage of the community. 


2.63(B) (9) Its unique location or singular physical characteristic representing a familiar 
visual feature of a neighborhood. 



mim 
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Figure 1: Undated photograph of Willem Kloezeman 







Figure 2: Undoted photograph of Willem Kloezeman at the South 
Pasadena Water Department 
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Figure 4: Undated photograph of Willem Kloezeman 






Figure 5: Present-day image of the Library Tree 















Figure 6: Present-day image of the Library Tree and its root system 









ATTACHMENT - 5 

Staff Memorandum to CHC Compiling the Findings 

of the CHC Landmark Subcommittee 



City of South Pasadena 

1414 Mission. South Pasadena. CA 91030 


PLANNING & BUILDING DEPARTMENT 
Thl: 626.403.7220 “ www.southpasadenaca.gov 


INFORMATIONAL MEMORANDUM 


DATE: 

September 18, 2018 

TO: 

Members of the Cultural Heritage Commission 

FROM: 

Edwar Sissl, Associate Planner 

SUBJECT: 

LIBRARY TREE HISTORIC LANDMARK NOMINATION 
PROJECT# 2155-LHD 


Dear Commissioners: 

In accordance to the City's Cultural Heritage Ordinance ("Ordinance"), Chapter 2,58 of the South 
Pasadena Municipal Code, the CHC will consider a recommendation by the established Subcommittee 
regarding the nomination of a new City Landmark, The Subcommittee is nominating the South Pasadena 
Library Park's Moreton Bay Fig Tree. City Staff is supportive of this nomination, and we are-recommending 
the CHC formalize a recommendation to City Council for the designation of the Library Tree as an official 
City Landmark pursuant to SPMC Section 2.63(B)(6) and (7). 

Required Findings per Section 2.63(A): 

a. That the designation of Landmark or Historic District is consistent with one or more of the purposes 
set forth in Section 2.58B; and 

The Subcommittee has established that the designation of the Library Tree meets the purpose of 
the Ordinance In establishing and preserving a Sense of Place as listed under Section 2.58B(A)(1). 
The Subcommittee finds that the Library Tree provides a sense of place through the preservation 
of the City's heritage and character, The Library Tree was planted in 1930 by City employee, 
Willem Kloezeman, At the same time the City Library was moved from its original location to Its 
more centrally-located site that the Library still occupies today. The Library Tree Is reflective of this 
moment In time of the City Library relocation and establishment of the surrounding park and 
therefore serves as a significant living and tangible reminder of the City's social, educational, 
cultural and architectural history as it has a timely relationship with the City Library, which is also a 
City Landmark, number 10, Therefore this finding can be made. 

b. That the Landmark or Historic District meets one or more of the criteria for designation listed in 
Section 2.63(B); and ■ 

The Subcommittee has determined that the Library Tree meets Criteria (1) and (9) under 
subsection (B). Criteria (1) indicates that the Landmark is notable for "Its Character, Interest, or 
value as a part of the heritage of the Community," The Library Tree serves as a living and tangible 
natural historic resource that provides a direct linkage to the development of the Library Park that 



exists today beginning In 1930 when the Library Tree was planted and the City Library was moved 
to Its current location. 

Criteria (9) Indicates the Landmark Is notable for "its unique location or singular physical 
characteristic representing an established and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood." The 
Library Tree Is uniquely located given Its prominent location in the City's Historic Library Park and 
planted next to City Landmark Number 10, the City Library. The Library Tree provides a living 
linkage to the City's history, and affords the community a readily accessible Historic artifact. 
Therefore, this finding can be made. 

c. That the Landmark or Historic District possesses Historic integrity of Location, design, setting, 
materials, workmanship, feeling, or association. 

The Library tree was planted In 1930, coinciding with the relocation of the City's Historic Library 
where both building and tree remain today. The Library Tree is unique given its prominent location, 
and its historic association to a listed Historic Resource, the City Library. Additionally, the Library 
Tree is unique to the City given Its maturity, Its size, and Its articulated natural features such as its 
ribbed network of surface roots, its sweeping canopy that has provided shade to generations of 
the community, and Its multi-stemmed and graceful trunk, Therefore, this finding can be made. 

Designation Procedure fSPMC 2,63(0): 

1. The Commission, upon its own initiative or upon the written request of any person or City agency, 
may recommend the designation of any Cultural Resource in the City as a Landmark or Historic 
District. 

The nomination of the Library Tree was brought to the Commission's attention by Chairperson Mark 
Gallatin at the CHC's March 2018 meeting. Upon the Commission's own initiative. Commissioner 
Gallatin suggested the formation of the Library Tree Landmark Subcommittee. 

2. The Commission shall appoint a subcommittee of two members (the “Landmark subcommittee”) 
to review all applications for consideration of an Improvement, Site or natural feature as a 
Landmark or Historic District. The Landmark subcommittee shall review the application materials 
and make a preliminary written recommendation, based on such documentation as it may 
require, as to whether the Commission shall consider the Improvement, Site or natural feature for 
appropriate designation. 

The Library Tree Landmark Subcommittee was formed at the March 2018 CHC meeting. 
Commission members Rebecca Thompson and Victor Holz volunteered to be on the 
Subcommittee. 

3. If the Landmark subcommittee determines that the Improvement, Site or natural feature, which is 
the subject of the application, merits consideration by the Commission, it shall recommend that 
the Commission place the application upon its agenda for its next regularly scheduled meeting 
for consideration of such designation.. 

The Subcommittee has determined that the Library Tree, as a natural feature, merits consideration 
by the Commission. The Subcommittee has provided written documentation to Staff In 
recommending that the Commission place the application upon Its Agenda for the September 
2018 meeting to consider the designation. 

4. The Commission shall notify the Director of the pendency of the consideration. No applications for 
Design Review shad be accepted by the Planning and Building Department to construct, alter or 
demolish any property that is not on the South Pasadena Inventory of Historical Resources within 
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a proposed Historic District, subsequent to the date of notice to the Director by the Commission, 
while proceedings are pending on such designation; provided, however, that after one hundred 
eighty days have elapsed from the date of the notice, if final action on such designation has not 
been completed, the applications for Design Review may be accepted by the Planning and 
Building Department. 

The Subcommittee has provided Staff with written documentation to support the nomination of 
the Library Tree as a City Landmark. The written documentation was received on August 8, 2018. 

5. The Commission shall send written notice by certified mail to each directly affected owner of a 
proposed designation as a Landmark or Historic District of the date, place, time and purpose of 
the hearing to consider such designation, at least twenty (20) days prior to the date of the hearing, 
and shall publish notice of such hearing at least once In a newspaper of general circulation in the 
City not less than ten days prior to such hearing. 

The Subcommittee provided their written recommendation to Staff on August 8, 2018. Due to a 
20 day noticing requirement the nomination was not formalized as a Decision Item on the 
Agenda for the August 16,2018 CHC meeting. At the August 2018 CHC meeting, the Commission 
received and filed the Subcommittee report to make a formal recommendation at the 
September 20, 2018 CHC meeting, subject to the 20 day noticing requirement as outlined In SPMC 
Section 2.63(C)(5). 

As a City-driven project, a formal notification memo was sent to the City Manager, and the Library 
Director. The City also mailed Individual property notices to all properties within a 300 foot radius 
of the Library Park in which the Library Tree Is located. Additionally, the nomination of the Library 
Tree was duly noticed In the South Pasadena Review on September 7, 2018. 

6. The Commission shall provide an opportunity to be heard to each affected owner and other 
interested members of the public. The Commission may, If necessary, continue the consideration 
of designation to its next regularly scheduled meeting. 

The formal recommendation to designate the Library Tree as a City Landmark has been placed 
on the CHC Agenda for the September 20, 2018 meeting. At this meeting, the CHC will provide 
the opportunity for members of the public to be heard. 

7. The Commission shall, within fifteen (15) days of its hearing regarding designation or of any 
continued hearing on the designation, recommend approval in whole or in part, or disapproval In 
whole or in part of the application, in writing to the City Council. 

If the nomination of the Library Tree Is not continued, the Commission shall respond in writing within 
15 days of September 20, 2018, to the City Clerk's office of the decision that took place at the 
meeting regarding the recommendation for designation. 

\ 

Staff Recommendation: 

In concurrence with the Subcommittee's findings. Staff Is recommending that the CHC uphold the 
recommendation of the Subcommittee in designating the Library Tree as an Historic Resource, and 
recommend to the City Council its designation as a City Landmark. 

Attachments: 

1. Subcommittee Report and Photographs 

2. Nomination form of the South Pasadena Library, City Landmark No, 10 

3. Official Notification Memos to the City Manager and Library Director 

4. Newspaper Advertisement Notifying Public of Pending Landmark Nomination 
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ATTACHMENT - 6 

South Pasadena Review Newspaper Article on the 
Library Tree (Dated: March 6, 2018) 


11/15/2018 


Origin of Library's Magnificent Moreton Bay Fig Tree Revealed | South Pasadena News 

Origin of Library's Magnificent Moreton Bay Fig Tree 
Revealed 

A brief history of South Pasadena's famous Moreton Bay Fig tree In honor of Arbor Day 


8ySouthPasadenan.com - March 6,2018 



PHOTO: Courtesy ofLauile Allee j SouthPa$adenan.com \ Morton Day Fig Tree at the South Pasadena Library 


By Steve Fjeldsted, Library Director 

South Pasadena is nicknamed "The City of Trees" and is an official "Tree City USA," yet the origin of 
what is perhaps its most famous tree has been a mystery at the Library for quite some time. It's no 
wonder that many have asked about the origin of the Library Park's massive Moreton Bay Fig tree 
because local lore has it that it's the largest tree in the city. One of the town's other legends has it 
that the very same tree has magical powers that boost the imaginations of those who come into 
contact with it. Both beliefs could possibly be true, but they would certainly be difficult to prove, 

It would seem that it should be pretty easy to find out the exact origin of the beloved tree, especially 
since the Library has a voluminous Local History collection with thousands upon thousands of photos, 
articles, books, pamphlets, and much more. It would seem logical that the Library would have scads 
of information on the gigantic, legendary tree that stands only a few feet from Its west wall. 
Unfortunately, that hasn't been the case. Despite all the attention the majestic tree gets, from daily 
visitors of all ages to the Library Park, a search some months back revealed that the Library has no 
record when the tree was planted -or even when it was purchased. 


https://southpasadenan.cum/origin-of-librarys-magnificent-moreton-bay-fig-tree-revealed/ 
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PHOTO: Courtesy of Laurie Atlee | SoufftPasacfenan.com | Morton Bay Fig Tree at the South Pasadena 
Library 


Matt Ritter, author of "A Californian's Guide to the Trees Among Us," who visited the tree before 
speaking at a South Pasadena Library Author Night recently, estimated that the Moreton Bay Fig tree 
might be 100 years old. The Library Director submitted an article to "The Quarterly" shortly 
afterwards about the history of South Pasadena Library in which the unknown origin of the Moreton 
Bay Fig Tree was mentioned and the article appeared in the Winter 2011 issue. 

After reading the piece, lifetime South Pasadena resident Bill Kloezeman stepped forward to clear up 
the mystery. Bill's father, Willem Garret Andries Kloezeman, who was also known as Bill, planted the 
tree in 1930 while South Pasadena's Carnegie Library was being moved to the center of Library Park 
from its previous location nearer to Diamond Street. Many years ago while driving around town, the 
elder Bill Kloezeman used to tell his son about all the work he'd done around town, including his 
planting of the Moreton Bay Fig. Another well-known project of Kloezeman was the annual placement 
of a lighted star on the top of the water storage tower atop Billcke Hill in the Altos de Monterey. 

At the time of the planting, the Moreton Bay Fig was a young potted;:tree and about 6 inches in 
diameter. When the senior Kloezeman planted it, he was working for the City's Street Department. In 
all, Bill (Sr.) worked for the City of South Pasadena from 1926 until he retired in 1972, a remarkable 
stretch of more than 45 years. While working for the Street Department in the 20's and 30's, 
Kloezeman planted many other large trees in town that are ; still around, Later he also worked for the 
Fire Department in the 40’s and the Water Department in the 50's, 60's, and early 70's, until he 
retired as a Water Service Foreman on January 15, 1972. Willem "Bill" Kloezeman passed away on 
September 7, 1981. 

Enormous thanks are due to the Kloezeman Family for sharing the story about the stately Library 
tree's beginnings. As author Matt Ritter stated, "It's a magnificent specimen." And that's certainly the 
case no matter if the tree has supernatural powers or not. 


https://southpasadenan,com/origin-of-librarys-magi ifiient-moreton-bay-fig-tree-revealed/ 
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PROOF OF PUBLICATION 

(2015.5 C.C.P.) 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

1 am a citizen of the United States and employed by a publication in 
the County aforesaid; 1 am overthe age of eighteen years, and not 
a party to or interested in the mentioned matter. I am the 
principal clerk of the South Pasadena Review, a newspaper 
published weekly in the City of South Pasadena, County of Los 
Angeles, and adjudged a newspaper of general circulation by the 
Superior Court of the County of Los Angeles, State of California, on 
the date of July 31,1952, Case Number 601549. The notice, of 
which the attached is a printed copy (set in type not smaller than 
nonpareil) has been published in each regular and entire issue of 
said newspaper and not in any supplement thereof on the 
following dates, to-wit: 

November 16, 2018 _ 


I certify, under the penalty of perjury, that the foregoing is true and 
correct. 



Dated In South Pasadena, California 


S outh Pasadena Review Public Notice 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

CITY OF SOUTH PASAOENA CITY COUNCIL TO HOLD A PUBLIC 
HEARING ON THE DESIGNATION OF A HISTORIC LANDMARK 
FOR THE MORETON BAY FIG TREE LOCATED IN THE LIBRARY 
PARK AT 1115 EL CENTRO STREET IN THE CITY OF 
. . SOUTH PASADENA. CALIFORNIA 

The City of South Pasadena hereby gives’notico that the City Council 
will consider, a recommendation by the Cultural Heritage Commission 
to designate the Moreton Bay Fig Tree located In the Library Park at 
1115 El Centro Street, historically known as the Library Tree, as a City 
Landmark. 

Public Hearing Scheduled "v 1 

The City Council of the City of South Pasadena will conduct a public 
hearing for the purpose .of considering the Cultural Heritage Commis¬ 
sion's recommendation to designate .the Moreton Bay Fig tree, known 
as the Library Tree as a City Landmark. The Library Tree is located 
adjacent to the Historic' South'Pasadena Library in the Library Park at 
1115 El Centro Street. The tree was planted In 1930, coinciding with tho 
relocation of the library building. 

Date & Time: Wednesday, 1 December 5,2018 beginning at 7:30 p.m. 

Location: City Council Chambers, City Hall, i \ 

1424 Mission Street, South Pasadena 

Questlons/Comments : 

The City of .South Pasadena encourages public comment on this and 
other projects You or your representative, or eny olhor .persons may 
comment at the Public.Hearing, dr provide written comment to the Plan¬ 
ning and Buiiding Department, 1414 Mission Street, South Pasadena, 
California, 91030, or you may call 626-403-7220. ., [JH .,. 

Environmental Review " 

The Planning, arid Building Department of the City of South Pasadena 
has reviewed this project and determined that it is Categorically Exempt 
under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) review, under 
Section 15308, Class 8. - '*’1, 

David Bergman, AICP 

, Interim Director of Planning and Building 

NOTE: STATE GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 65009 NOTICE: If 
.you challenge this application In court, you may be (Stilted to raising only 
those Issues you or someone else raised at the public hearing described 
in'this notice, or In written correspondence delivered to the City of South 
Pasadena at, or prior to. the public hearing 

PUBLISHED DATE: NOVEMBER 16,'2018- SOD7H PASADENA REVIEW 


November 16, 2018 


PROOF OF PUBLICATION 
SOUTH PASADENA REVIEW 
P.O. Box 3710 
South Pasadena, CA 91031 
(626) 792-6397 






